SOME KEY QUESTIONS FOR EXAM ONE, ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY

[bookmark: _GoBack]Summarize the concerns expressed by Thomas Malthus about population growth and food production, and then summarize the graph of recent decades shown in class on per capita food production.  Then describe in detail what can be learned from history about the sustainability of population and food supply from the Montgomery reading and other class materials. 

Describe the four stages of the demographic transition, the characteristic birth and death rates of each, and the forces that drive the transitions from one stage to another, utilizing class notes and answers to reading questions.  Please give some emphasis to the forces leading to stage 3 entry.

Describe the differences between how today’s developed countries went through the demographic transition, and how today’s developing countries are going through it (notes – five main points).
Describe five key assumptions of free markets, and examples of sectors where they are most functional and least functional, from notes.
Carrying capacity:  the size of a population or physical economy that can be supported, at a given level of technology, without degrading the physical resources that sustain the system.


